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The world is turning urban – and it is 

in cities that we need to find answers 

to the challenges that this wholesale 

urban transformation of our planet 

and society brings about.

Yet apart from urgent action, the 

complexity of the matter also requires 

us to work on a common language for 

the perception and interpretation of the 

processes involved – since only what we 

are able to see and describe together 

can serve as the starting point of any 

empowerment to act also together.

welcome!
This is the objective of a global, 

ordinary urban theory (Robinson 2006, 

Robinson and Roy 2016), a theory 

of the city that attempts to develop 

meaningful ways to see and interpret 

our changing world from the ‘ordinary’ 

everyday experiences of ‘ordinary’ 

cities, in order to investigate global 

urban transformations from multiple 

perspectives and to develop suitable, 

location-specific as well as communally 

valid approaches to formulate both 

criticism and possible solutions.
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programm 19.10.2020
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
M. 3-3.15 pm – Christian v. Wissel, Clara Röhrig, Tania Guerrero and Álvaro 
Sanchez 

Panel 1: NARRATIVES AND AFFECTS
M. 3.15-4 pm – chaired by Christian v. Wissel (SoAB, Bremen)

To commence our debates on the production of urban knowledge in/from 
Latin America, this first panel directs the attention to the role of “promissory 
things” (Kemmer), to the affordances of space and to the social power of 
images. How do infrastructures, houses or ruins produce collectivities, foster 
lived relations or speak of society as a whole? And why do these questions 
emerge in particular temporal and spatial settings (i.e. in Rio de Janeiro, 
Buenos Aires and Mexico City)?

• Laura Kemmer: Bonding: Infrastructure, affect, and the emergence 
   of urban collectivity.
• Riccarda Cappeller: casa chorizo – narrations of a social and 
   urban character.
• Peter Krieger: Images of decay: Life in hyper-urbanised earthquake 
   zones.  

PANEL 2: PRACTICES AND SPACES OF DWELLING
M. 4.15-5 pm - chaired by Clara Röhrig (Uni Bremen) and Christian v. Wissel 
(SoAB)

In the second panel we ask about different practices of appropriation (or 
domestication) of space and about their corresponding “ways of living”. 
Questions include: How do policies influence such practices and do they 
reflect everyday interactions within urban spaces? Or: what happens when 
(public) space is being withdrawn from being practiced/lived (e.g. during the 
Covid19 pandemic)? With regard to comparison, this panel also asks about 
the concepts that help relating between one urban experience and another.

• Angela Giglia: Ways of living, types of spaces and witness places 
    in contemporary metropolises.
• Fernando Gutiérrez: The lockdown of public spaces in Mexico 
   during the COVID-19 pandemic: Social, economic and spatial 
   consequences. 
• Juliana Hutai, Liza Minely, Gaitán Ortiz and Maira Yesenia: “Stay 
   at home”. Socio-Spatial Reflections on ways of living in the midst 
   of the Covid-19 pandemic. A comparative analysis of Bogotá 
   and Berlin.  

Panel 3: POSTCOLONIAL PERSPECTIVES
M. 5.15-6.45 pm – chaired by Álvaro Sánchez (UCL, London)

This panel explores postcoloniality as a specificity of the Latin American 
context. It seeks to understand where (urban) knowledge and concepts are 
produced and therefore pictures a liberation from Euro-American knowledge 
production. How precisely does this liberation take place in theory and in 
practice? Approaches vary from historical reappraisal of urban knowledge, 
to the formation of new concepts and the de-colonisation of established ones 
(such as “urbanisation”, “indigeneity” and “modernity”).

• Joel Outtes: Cities and Knowledge in Brazil.
• Simone Vegliò: “Postcolonizing” Planetary Urbanization?
   A Latin American Genealogy.
• Erick Vaca Benavides: Compact City in the Latin American 
   Context: Quito compact centralities
• Angus McNelly: Urban Indigeneity and Baroque Modernity:
   A View from a Bolivian City.
• Monika Streule: Popular urbanisation as an urban strategy. 
   Decentring the vocabulary of urbanisation.
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programm 20.10.2020
WELCOME DAY 2
T. 3-3.15 pm

Panel 4: TRANSFORMING COLOMBIA
T. 3.15-4.15 pm - chaired by Catalina Ortiz (The Bartlett DPU, London)

Panel 4 explores the potential of an “urban knowledge production from 
the region” by turning around the point of entry to the discussion: not a 
particular concept, concern or theoretical field is where this panel departs, 
but a particular regional situation and context: the transformation of cities, 
countryside and society in Colombia. From the forced movement of people 
to the modernising movements of the state, and from holding people in place 
to annexing villages into the city... this session asks about the production of 
space, the peace process, migration and the Anthropocene in Colombia, 
and the learning they offer.

• Melanie Lombard: Between Pacification and Dialogue: Critical 
   lessons from Colombia‘s territorial peace.
• Alissa Diesch: The Production of Metropolitan Space: The Rural 
   Heritage of Bogotá.
• Evelína Cihlarova: Forced displacement and internal migration to 
   Colombian cities from an intersectional perspective.
• Simón Uribe: Suspension: Conflicting relationship between 
   humans, nature and infrastructure.

Panel 5: GOVERNANCE AND ITS DISRUPTIONS
T. 4.30-5.15 pm – chaired by Tania Guerrero and Álvaro Sanchez (both UCL, 
London)

Who is governing Latin American Cities and how are the ambivalences 
and fractures of governance being addressed and navigated? This panel 
focuses on the relationships between state and non-state, between global 
and local actors when producing urban space. In particular, it looks at the 
connections between urban informality, neoliberal restructuring and the 
Covid19-pandemic, at the relation between physical violence, international 

trade and urban rhythms, and at the emplacement of global processes 
of financialization at the urban scale. In addition, the panel reviews how 
temporal and material dimensions act on urban governance and asks about 
the comparison of urban processes.

• Hanna Hilbrandt: Everyday perspectives on municipal 
   financialization in Mexico City.
• Alke Jenss: Everyday Scalar Politics: Navigating the Insecure City 
   in Times of Austerity.
• Pilar Mendoza: Informality and social inequality in Colombian 
cities -the case of Bogotá.

Panel 6: PLANNING AND ITS CRITIQUE
T. 5.30-6.15 pm - chaired by Camila Saraiva (UFABC/Urban Studies 
Foundation, São Paulo)

This last panel turns our attention to practices of planning, and formulates a 
critique of top-down operation modes by exploring the potential of alternative, 
“social” and “community-driven” approaches. Like in the previous panels, 
questions are being raised with regard to who is producing urban knowledge 
(here: planning knowledge) for whom? The session discusses how notions 
like “cocreation”, “community”, “commons” and “resilience” inform theories 
and practices of planning and how the Latin American urban experience 
shapes our understanding of these concepts.

• Carlos Leite, Tereza Herling: Social Urbanism in Latin America.
• Moritz Ahlert, Max Becker, Cielo María Holguín, Albert Kreisel, 
   Nina Pawlicki and Matthew Crabbe: Urban Coding Strategies for 
   the Informal Neighbourhoods of Moravia, Medellín.
• Isabelle Mollinger, Anne Kennes and Christien Klaufus: Belonging 
   and resilience-building through a commoning lens: ‘Being-in-
   common’ in Colombia’s inner-urban districts

CLOSING EVENT
T. 6.15-6.45 pm – Wrap-up with all session chairs
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• Laura Kemmer: Bonding: Infrastructure, affect, and the 
   emergence of urban collectivity.

• Riccarda Cappeller: casa chorizo – narrations of a 
   social and urban character.

• Peter Krieger: Images of decay: Life in hyper-urbanised 
   earthquake zones.  Panel 

narratives
panel 1 

and

affects

chaired by Christian v. Wissel (SoAB)
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Bonding: Infrastructure, affect, and the emergence of 
urban collectivity. Laura Kemmer

This paper examines the emergence of urban collectivity in the face of 
infrastructural breakdown and the failed promises of access to the city. In 
Brazil (2013) and Chile (2019), mass protests against fare increases in public 
transport have contested the ways in which deteriorating urban services 
further aggravate conditions of social and spatial inequality for a majority 
of city populations. These new urban movements frame the present study, 
which conceives of them as part of a “South” that has become the source 
for a series of generative theorizing in the field of urban studies. The fare-
protests are seen here as exemplary for forms of collectivity that elude existing 
understandings of urban transformation and resistance. In other words, they 
have raised questions that point to the relevance of academic engagements 
with the forces, movements, things and affects that hold ‘the city’ together: 
How to make sense of the emergence of spontaneous alliances between 
people of conflictive socioeconomic backgrounds and political convictions? 
And how to account for the collective agency and persistence of ostensibly 
ephemeral and fluid formations? 

I approach these questions from a case of infrastructural breakdown that 
has catapulted one of Rio de Janeiro’s popular central city districts into a 
decade-long period of suspension. Between 2014 and 2019, I have carried 
out ethnographic fieldwork to canvass the attitudes of residents about the 
loss and subsequent re-installation of their bonde – the Brazilian word for 
tramway. Bonding makes a conceptual proposal that takes the relations 
between people and material elements in the city as starting point for the 
emergence of urban collectivity. In my paper, I will focus on two qualities 
of bonding, to point out how both the promises and the premises of urban 
infrastructures allow for residents in cities like Rio (and beyond) to endure out 
of the way of urban politics’ redemptive enactments.

Laura Kemmer is Postdoctoral Researcher at the Center for Metropolitan Studies, 
TU Berlin. She holds a doctorate in Urban Anthropology from HafenCity University 
Hamburg and a MA in International Relations from Freie Universität Berlin. Her research 
interests include new formations of urban collectivity, (transport) infrastructures, and 
the restructuring of cities in the context of climate change. Her empirical work has 
centered on Latin America, mainly Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
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Space brings together the physical form and its relation to society. 
„Architecture [therefore] has to be redefined as it no longer results from 
creating shapes in space, but rather from fostering relationships within it“ 
(Müller, Guallart and Soriano 2003). Through reading and understanding 
existing urban spaces, architects and urban designers can learn much 
more about how to think, design and realize them in future. In doing so 
the performativity of space, the stories it tells through use, transformation, 
its culture capacity and athmosphere, are important to capture and 
communicate in various ways.

Looking at the casa chorizo – a popular housing type in Buenos Aires – the 
interdependency inbetween people and space – one influencing the other 
– and the flexibility of space understood as continous and open ended 
process, can be discussed. Brought into the country as a conceptual idea 
from Europen immigrants, it is lived and remebered by the mayor part of 
the „Portenos“ (citiziens of Buenos Aires) as an open, people-connecting 
home and local architecture allowing a variability of living conditions and 
flexible adaption to personal requirements and possibilities. It is a „popular“ 
urban character, a social typus and a shared and „lived space“, spread 
all over the city and connected to the Argentinian society and culture. 
Lived Spaces are socially shaped, subjectively perceived and experienced 
spaces (Lefebvre 1927) that work as basic elements and social structures of 
society, showing strong conceptual ideas that transmit social values through 
collective memory, and integrated moments in cyclical time – an everyday 
experience. 

Through qualitative methods, visual narratives and interdisciplinary methods 
of capturing (foto, film, interviews, collage, drawing) from a field research 
in Buenos Aires, the user related transformations of several examples are 
set into a broader context of the city expansion and the concept of mobile 
architecture – not as static, material idea and built asset, but as travelled 
concept and ongoing improvisation. The individual case studies of casas 
chorizos are connected to the users and their form of coexistence, spatial 
production and different interpretations, alterations and uses of space: from 

The casa chorizo – narrations of a social and urban character.
Riccarda Cappeller

Riccarda Cappeller is lecturer and researcher at the Institute of Urban Design and 
Planning, Leibniz Universität Hannover (Prof. Jörg Schröder) with a research interest 
in creative design and mapping methods for mixed urban spaces. 2019 AULET Re-
search funding of Leibniz University Hannover. Since 2015 Architectural Journalist at 
baunetz and Politik&Kultur. MA of Visual Sociology at Goldsmiths University, London, 
MA of Science in Architecture at Bauhaus Universität Weimar 2015, ETSAM, Politec-
nica Madrid 2012, UBA, Universidad de Buenos Aires 2014. Recognition Daniel 
Gössler Preis, Bauhaus-Graduation funding. Collaboration with Exyzt/Constructlab 
and IBA Thüringen 2017 and interational universities in the creation of various work-
shop formats, since 2018.

being a platform of social exchange and common use, to a flexible structure 
enabling different living possibilities and a collective housing situation. 
The paper traces the social understanding of these spaces – making them 
speak. (Till 2007)
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My contribution to this panel analyses the relation between geophysical 
and ontological instability in Mexico City, one of the 60 urban earthquake 
zones worldwide. The research concept which I will present is based on 
the Bildwissenschaft (“science” of the image) which explores the epistemic 
potential of images – both the physical reality of cities as a multifaceted 
image, and the representation of cityscapes in photography, film, fine arts, 
and popular visual media.

My short intervention focusses three paradigmatic photos of the hyper urban 
geo-aesthetics: First an aerial view of informal housing around the Xitle 
volcano, close to the area of the former (and dried out) lake of Chalco, 
where specific geophysical and hydrographical conditions are completely 
ignored, which causes cyclical catastrophes such as flooding and accelerated 
sedimentation of the soil. 
Second, a press photography of an earth hole (socavón in Spanish), also in 
the Chalco zone of Mexico City, which ruined a recent real estate project, and 
brought to collective consciousness, in an unexpected, sudden and brutal 
way, that the occupation of former lake grounds, with pumped out water, is a 
clearly non sustainable way of urban development.
Third, also a press photography, of a shut-down luxury apartment block, 
which was built at the edge of a rapidly eroding slope in the “edge city” of 
Santa Fe in northwestern Mexico City, an example which reveals the one 
dimensional (and also highly corrupt) urban development, threatened by the 
“revenge of nature”, in this case of geophysical forces.

Peter Krieger, born 1961 in Wuppertal, Germany, studied art history, social history, 
and cultural studies at the Universities of Tübingen and Hamburg. He holds a Ph.D. in 
Art History from the Graduate Program of Political Iconography at Hamburg University. 
Between 1996 and 1998 he was visiting lecturer at Hamburg and Bremen Universities, 
advisor of the Landmarks Preservation Commission of the cities of Hamburg and Rostock 
and independent architectural critic. Since 1998 he is research professor (investigador) 
at the Institute of Aesthetic Research (Instituto de Investigaciones Estéticas) and professor 
at the graduate programs of architecture and art history at the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico (UNAM). 2016 he was Aby Warburg Professor in Hamburg, Warburg 
Haus, Germany, and 2017 DAAD Visiting Fellow to the programme „Literary Cultures of 
the Global South“ at Tübingen University. 
Between 2007 and 2014 Peter was fellow at the research project The Hispanic Baroque. 
Complexity in the First Atlantic Culture, “Transcultural and Transhistoric Efficiencies of the 
Baroque Paradigm” at the University of Western Ontario, Canada. He has curated several 
exhibitions and has published widely. Principle lines of research include the ecology and 
aesthetics of mega cities, Political Iconography and Neo-baroque in the 21st century as a 
critical approach to the aesthetics of the “society of spectacle”.

Images of decay: Life in hyper-urbanised earthquake zones.
Peter Krieger

These three cases may illustrate my hypothesis of geophysical and 
ontological instability of living conditions in Mexico City, inherent in the 
visual representations of the habitat in the Anthropocene. My “geo-aesthetic” 
analysis forms part of the so-called “geological turn”, which provides 
unexpected and innovative impacts for the debates about transdisciplinary 
Latin American urban research.

1        2            3
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• Angela Giglia: Ways of living, types of spaces and 
   witness places in contemporary metropolises.

• Fernando Gutiérrez: The lockdown of public spaces 
  in Mexico during the COVID-19 pandemic: Social, 
  economic and spatial consequences. 

• Juliana Hutai, Liza Minely, Gaitán Ortiz and Maira 
  Yesenia: “Stay at home”. Socio-Spatial Reflections on 
  ways of living in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic.
  A comparative analysis of Bogotá and Berlin. 

practices
panel 2

and ofspaces

dwelling

chaired by Clara Röhrig (Uni Bremen) and
Christian v. Wissel (SoAB)
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Ways of living, types of spaces and witness places in 
contemporary metropolises. Angela Giglia

En los últimos años se ha hecho presente la necesidad de redefinir los conceptos 
básicos para pensar los procesos de urbanización en una perspectiva global. 
Al mismo tiempo, se han consolidado ámbitos de reflexión teórica sobre el 
fenómeno urbano, desde distintas regiones del mundo, y especialmente en 
América Latina, donde los procesos de urbanización se han desarrollado 
con una rapidez y una extensión sin igual en el transcurso del siglo pasado 
(Ramírez y Pradilla 2013). Tomando en cuenta este trasfondo de la reflexión, 
me interesa someter a la discusión colectiva la posibilidad de estudiar los 
fenómenos urbanos en una perspectiva comparativa, mediante el uso del 
concepto de lugar testigo. Se trata de una herramienta que puede establecer 
una base de dialogo entre realidades urbanas distantes, pero no siempre tan 
distintas como se suele pensar a una primera mirada.

Para llegar a la formulación del concepto de lugar-testigo, parto de una 
hipótesis de trabajo desarrollada mediante el análisis del crecimiento de 
la ciudad de México en el siglo XX (Connolly2005) en comparación con el 
desarrollo de otras metrópolis, tanto europeas como americanas (Duhau y 
Giglia 2013). Sobre esta base, puede sostenerse que, desde el surgimiento 
de las metrópolis en la época de la primera industrialización, las formas 
de la urbanización en el mundo occidental no han sido infinitas, sino que 
pueden reducirse a un numero limitado de tipos de hábitats. Estos tipos 
de hábitats son el producto de procesos específicos de producción de la 
urbanización y están asociados a modos de habitar característicos (Duhau 
y Giglia 2008). De esta premisa se deriva que es posible elaborar en cada 
metrópoli una tipología de hábitats con características parecidas.

Estos tipos de espacios (o hábitats) deben ser entendidos como tipos ideales 
y dinámicos, que pueden evolucionar hacia otros tipos. Lo relevante de 
establecer una tipología de espacios, entendida como realidad dinámica y 
como hipótesis de trabajo, es que, sobre la base de los tipos individuados, 
es posible escoger espacios de estudio específicos a los cuales propongo 
denominar lugares-testigo. Es decir, lugares que expresan, desde su realidad 
particular, las características generales del tipo de hábitat al cual pertenecen. 
En el desarrollo de la exposición me propongo demostrar como el concepto 

de lugar testigo ha permitido abordar la complexidad de los procesos de 
urbanización y de los modos de habitar en la Ciudad de México y al mismo 
tiempo permite establecer puentes de comparación con espacios semejantes 
en otras ciudades del mundo. De este modo, se abre la posibilidad de 
trabajo comparativos e interdisciplinarios sobre los modos de habitar en 
diversas metrópolis y en distintos países.

Angela Giglia is professor (investigadora) in the Department of Anthropology 
at the UAM Iztapalapa. She holds a PhD in Social Anthropology from the Ecole 
des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris. She has taught and lectured at 
various universities, including the French Institute of Urban Planning, the University 
of Barcelona and the University of La Sapienza in Rome (Italy). Angela works on 
practices of dwelling, the use and meaning of public space and, in particular, of 
consumer spaces, as well as the experience of precariousness in the contemporary 
metropolis, subjects on which she has written books and articles with international 
circulation. Among her publications are the edited volume Renovación urbana, 
modos de habitar y desigualdad en la Ciudad de México, UAM-Juan Pablos, 2017, 
and Metrópoli, espacio público y consumo, Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2016, co-
authored with Emilio Duhau. 
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The lockdown of public spaces in Mexico during the 
COVID-19 pandemic: Social, economic and spatial 
consequences. Fernando Gutiérrez

COVID-19 is changing significantly how we live in cities and use public spaces 
currently. In response to the ongoing pandemic, the Mexican authorities 
have implemented a variety of urban policies seeking to reduce COVID-19 
transmissions. The national authorities in Mexico have advised residents to 
stay at home and avoid public gatherings. Then, the State and municipal 
government have implemented this national advice through urban policies 
for total or partial closures of public spaces since mid-March, in some areas 
the restrictions have not been lifted yet. These lockdowns were implemented 
particularly in public spaces in historic centres1 across the country. A great 
variety of residents visit public spaces in historic centres for commercial, 
leisure, cultural or economic purposes.

The article analyses how urban policies have responded to the COVID-19 
pandemic in two Mexican cities, presenting evidence from the historic centres 
of Mexico City and Port of Veracruz2. The study combines methods of 
ethnographic research, analysis of photographs, systematic observations of 
the closed public spaces, newspapers and policy analysis. The paper seeks 
to evaluate how urban policies in response to the COVID-19 pandemic have 
transformed public life in public spaces in historic centres, analysing the 
social, economic and spatial consequences of the policies in the Mexican 
context. The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is transforming the public life of 
historic centres and affecting some lower-income groups who live in or make 
their living in public spaces, to the extent that they have resisted to leave or 
find alternative ways to return to public places.

Fernando Gutiérrez is a PhD Candidate at University College London (UCL) Institute 
of the Americas. Fernando holds an MSc in Sustainable Urbanism (The Bartlett UCL) 
and he is a qualified architect in Mexico. His work and research interests sit at the 
intersection between urban studies and urban theory in Latin America. His doctoral 
research is in dialogue with three main types of urban literature: urban regeneration, 
urban heritage and public space in the light of place attachment and memory of 
place. His work seeks to evaluate how urban heritage and regeneration policies have 
modified the urban life in historic public spaces in Mexico.
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“Stay at home”. Socio-Spatial Reflections on ways of living 
in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. A comparative 
analysis of Bogotá and Berlin.
Isabella Hutai, Liza Minely Gaitán Ortiz and Maira Yesenia Trujillo Vanega

In the face of the current COVID-19 pandemic, we experience a great deal of 
changes in the ways we inhabit space and how these transformations are being 
materialized through implemented measures such as quarantine, making housing 
the central axis of daily life. Citing Paul B. Preciado (2020): „(...) the pandemic 
has implied a series of reconfigurations in space (...) Now the walls of our houses 
and bodies are the borders that delimit the spaces where we feel safe and where 
we do not. The scales have changed, political management is no longer so 
concerned with the separation of states, but rather with our home-bound bodies.“

This is only one side of the reality we face in urban spaces in the context of the 
global pandemic. The worldwide adapted slogan „Stay at home“ in order to halt the 
pandemic, however not adapts to the whole population as several people do not have 
access to being confined to a house. This is a reality faced in cities such as Bogotá 
and Berlin. In the context of the described context of a global pandemic with different 
impacts and implementation of measurements, we would like to address the following:
What dynamics of socio-spatial segregation can be investigated due to 
people who lack of space or no access to decent housing? What spatial 
reconfiguration and body image concepts in the context of the global 
pandemic and its impacts on vulnerable areas can be encountered? 

In the long term: What could the crisis mean for social-spatial research and what are 
the lessons learned? Our research proposal is based on thinking about the effects 
that the pandemic has had on the urban environment in a multiscale way, believing 
that Covid 19 has brought to light a series of inequalities that are anchored in 
elements that involve: gender, race, social class, age, nationality, among others, 
elements that have not been sufficiently deepened in urban analyses. Additionally 
we believe that modern urban planning has relegated scales of analysis such as the 
body, which are fundamental to understanding how inequalities are produced in the 
urban environment. The city is designed and governed without taking into account 
the particularities of the people who live in it, and their experiences, to that extent, 
we believe that urban policies must begin to place bodies as a fundamental axis in 
the construction of more equitable cities. The aim of our Input for the conference 

is to give an idea of new approaches and methodologies in the field of urban 
studies and how to apply them under difficult conditions. As we all come from 
different contexts and face different measures, the idea is to compare the two cities 
whereas our research team is based - Berlin and Bogotá - in order to build bridges 
of understanding and promote a dialogue around comparative urban research. 

Juliana Isabella Hutai is a sociologist with a main interest in urban and spatial sociology, 
gender studies as well as protest and critical border research. She is currently working as a 
student assistant in the Proyecto Humboldt Digital (proHD), where she is increasingly concer-
ned with topics such as open access and digital humanities. Additionally she is working on 
her Master‘s thesis entitled „Stories of resistance and movement - Spatializing Peace, Conflict 
and borderscapes“. In 2016, she published parts of her Bachelor‘s thesis together with Dr. 
Anna-Lisa Müller at Springer Verlag under the title „Soziales und (ihre) Architektur“. She 
works as a free translator and in the field of political education.

Liza Minely Gaitán Ortiz is a Sociologist and Geographer from the National University of 
Colombia. Member of the Francia Márquez gender collective at the National University of 
Colombia. She has worked on issues related to the production of inequalities in large-scale 
mining contexts, especially in the inequalities that occur in rural and urban environments due 
to access to water. Similarly, she focused her research on the analysis and production of spa-
tial segregation dynamics, related to sex work and gender identities or dissent, in the urban 
environment. In this last topic she presented a paper entitled „Between the visibility and the 
concealment of bodies: transits of sex workers in the high impact zone of Santa Fe, Bogota“ 
at the Latin American Geographers‘ Centre in Quito.

Maira Yesenia Trujillo Vanegas is a Geographer from the National University of Colom-
bia. Member of the Colectivo de Género Francia Márquez of the same university. She has 
worked in research related to cultural geographies, especially related to gender geography 
and sports. In terms of research related to the urban in Latin America, she has worked 
around the production of spaces of fear, socio-spatial justice and public policies of territorial 
ordering in the city of Bogotá, consolidating a publication entitled „Between the Cartridge 
and the Bronx in Bogotá: territories of fear or expressions of socio-spatial injustice“ in the 
Cuadernos de Geografía magazine, in the year 2019. Likewise, she participated in the II 
International Congress of Urban Geography held in Tandil-Argentina in 2017, with the paper 
entitled „Brief geohistory of the spaces of fear in Bogotá: from the cartridge to the Bronx“. 
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• Joel Outtes: Cities and Knowledge in Brazil.

• Dr. Simone Vegliò: “Postcolonizing” Planetary 
   Urbanization? A Latin American Genealogy.

• Erick Vaca Benavides: Compact City in the Latin 
   American Context: Quito compact centralities

• Angus McNelly: Urban Indigeneity and Baroque 
  Modernity: A View from a Bolivian City.

• Monika Streule: Popular urbanisation as an urban 
   strategy. Decentring the vocabulary of urbanisation. 

postcolonial
panel 3

perspectives

chaired by Álvaro Sánchez (UCL, London)
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Cities and Knowledge in Brazil. Joel Outtes

This article is about the formation of knowledge about cities in Brazil. 
This knowledge acquired its most developed form with the genesis of city 
planning, itself a synthesis of other types of knowledge such as sanitation, 
traffic, transportation, hygiene, the medicine of epidemics, municipal 
engineering, tramways and housing. In this sense, it was not by chance that 
the first definition of city planning by a Brazilian recognised that: “be it traffic 
or housing salubriousness - it is an advantage to consider the problem as a 
whole. ‘Urbanismo’ is not another thing.”1 The appearance and formation of 
knowledge obey different temporal patterns in different spatial contexts. For 
example, certain questions were articulated in Europe or the United States 
under a specific approach and nomenclature during a precise time and 
sometimes disappeared there. In certain cases, they later reappeared in other 
geographical areas such as Latin America, within different historical moments 
and contexts, with or without similar terminology.

In the history of a knowledge one can identify key moments in its constitution. 
These moments are: the initial appearance of the word designating knowledge 
and its equivalent in each language; articles which first used this word; the 
publication of books and journals dedicated to the subject including the word 
in its title (or the subject as its name); and the formation of professional 
associations on the field or composed by those who claim to be the specialists 
in the field of knowledge on different levels (international, national, regional 
and local). Other moments include: the creation of departments in the 
structure of the state at different levels to deal with the field of knowledge; the 
existence of movements for the implementation of the knowledge; and the 
existence of congresses that discussed the subject (city planning) as well as 
congresses of specialists, such as planners.

For different reasons, key moments in the constitution of knowledge have 
a shorter or larger time span, a continuity or not. All these things can 
happen at different geographical levels, international, multinational, bi-
national, national in different countries, regional in different regions, 
provincial in different provinces and local in different localities. Certain of 
these movements occurred on more levels than others. Some countries had 

some of these moments and others not. Some types of knowledge reached 
a national or international audience, while others did not, staying just at a 
local or provincial level. Moreover, the existence of these temporalities does 
not mean that the problem was treated in the same way in any two cases. 
Sometimes the name is the same or its equivalent in another language, but 
the way the thing was treated was completely different.

Indeed, as this article has Brazil as its geographical setting, it has to be said 
that city planning there was an importation. This can be seen linguistically; 
the Brazilian Portuguese word urbanismo was not the first word to appear 
in a language to denote that activity. Therefore, it is necessary to identify 
how this knowledge was imported, and who imported it. Knowledge can be 
imported through various ways: books, courses abroad, foreigners who visit 
a country and diffuse it there through professional assignments, conferences 
and courses, translated works and the participation of residents of a country 
in congresses and conferences abroad.

Joel Outtes is a Geographer (Doctorate in the subject), architect and planner who also 
writes about history. He is Associate Professor level 04 at The Federal University of Rio 
Grande do Sul (UFRGS) in Porto Alegre, Brazil, having experience in the fields of urban 
planning, geography, urban design, history and architecture. He taught in universities 
of the United States (DePaul, Rowan, Eastern Illinois), United Kingdom (Institute of Latin 
American Studies, Institute of Advanced Studies, University of London; Open University) 
and Brazil. Joel studied architecture and planning (UFPE, 1986) and urban and regional 
development (UFPE, 1991), holds a Diplome d'Etudes Approfondies [Diploma of Advanced 
Studies] in urban territories from the École des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), 
Paris, 1993, and a DPhil (Doctorate) in human geography from the University of Oxford 
(2000). His intellectual output is related to historical-geographical questions such as urban 
planning, housing, and the Urban International, a comparative study of international urban 
institutions. His academic work received several prizes, among those the Nelson Chaves 
prize in the category of history from the Joaquim Nabuco Foundation of the Brazilian 
Ministry of Culture, the Harold Blakemore Essay Prize of the British Society for Latin American 
Studies, the Cultural Geography Award of the Association of American Geographers 
and the Brazil Section Award of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA). He was also 
guest editor of Storia Urbana. His interests include urban history, geography, sustainability 
and the teaching of geography, planning and architecture. 
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Compact City in the Latin American Context: Quito compact 
centralities. Erick Vaca Benavides

The presentation paper tries to ariseacritical perspective for the Latin American 
Urban planning under the frame of the compact city. Even new approaches 
about global issues of urban planning play significant role, where the 
Compact Cityparadigm is still dominated by the external perspectiveof the 
Eurocentric approach. This paper critically reflects the limits of this concept 
in adapting it for international phenomena. Along three Latin American cities 
the individual circumstances of each case arestudied and reflectedhow urban 
planning in Latin America cities’ is recognized/perceived currently. Their 
plans and methods stablished them as exemplar solutions for the new cities 
in development. In this context, the case of Medellin –Colombia, the city of 
Curitiba-Brazil, and Quito-Ecuador are presented as examples. 

In Medellin social transformations and the spread of (informal) urban 
settlements led the reshaping of cultural and educational environment 
looking forward to including vulnerable society into the city in order to 
avoid the spread urban settlements across the mountains where situations of 
uninhabitability occur. The case of Curitiba explains the urban city design by 
the “Plan Diretor”to achieve sustainable social, economic and environmental 
conditions. While the results of the compact city concept for these two 
examples can be already reflected, the city of Quito-Ecuador is currently 
passing through a historical moment in its development with the proposal to 
construct a 30 km underground public transportation system. It is seen as a 
unique opportunity to restructure the city itself towards a model of compact 
city in consonance with the efficient transportation network. These cities have 
adapted, developed the concept, and used for the local perspective. Although 
each city has used it in a practical local context, they could alsocontribute to 
the global discourse about the compact city concept.

Erick Vaca is an architect and urbanist who works and lives in The Hague - the 
Netherlands. His Architectural Bachelor degree was obtained in Quito granted by the 
Pontifical Catholic University of Ecuador (PUCE). He was awarded with an exchange 
scholarship program during his undergraduate studies to the Catholic University 
of Cordoba – Argentina. After actively working as an architect in Latin America for 
three years, he specialized in Architectural Design & Urbanism in the UK, England 
by the University of Manchester (UoM). Currently, he is working as an architect in 
Waterstudio.Nl where he is involved in architectural design, urban planning, and 
landscaping for water related areas (rivers, lakes, seas). His research interests are 
towards collective housing and affordable housing, outskirts planning (ex-urban 
planning). Also, he is interested in the compact cities concept in the Latin context, 
urbanization processes and production of public space connected to housing.
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Urban Indigeneity and Baroque Modernity:
A View from a Bolivian City. Angus McNelly

My presentation assesses the changing form of indigeneity by looking at 
emergent urban forms of indigeneity in the Bolivian city of El Alto, considered 
by many the ‘Aymara capital’. UN Habitat estimates that 30 percent of Latin 
America’s indigenous people lived in cities at the turn of the century, and 
that this figure will jump to over 50 percent by 2030. Whilst these trends 
have undoubtedly changed the form assumed by indigeneity, I argue that 
the transformation of indigenous practices, particularly in urban areas, 
is nothing new or unique to Bolivia, and are in fact the latest historical 
articulation of Latin America’s baroque modernity. Here, colonialism and 
uneven capitalist development have imbued modernity with a baroque 
character, containing multiple temporalities and contradictory societal 
forms. Urban indigeneity constituted by and itself a constituent part of 
this baroque modernity. It does not represent a rupture with past forms 
of indigeneity that have been shaped by interaction of coloniality and 
capitalism since the arrival of Columbus in 1492.

Angus McNelly is a research associate at the School of Politics and International 
Relations, Queen Mary University of London. His research focuses on the politics 
of crisis, infrastructure, space and the city, postcolonial modernity, Latin American 
Marxism and Latin American politics. He has published work in a number of 
international journals, including Development and Change, New Political Economy, 
Latin American Perspectives, NACLA: Report on the Americas and the Bulletin of Latin 
American Research. He is currently completing a monograph, Branded by Crisis, on 
the politics of crisis and passive revolution in Bolivia.
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Popular urbanisation as an urban strategy. 
Decentring the vocabulary of urbanisation.
Monika Streule

As result of a collaborative research project, this contribution introduces 
the concept of popular urbanization to describe a specific urbanization 
process based on collective initiatives, self-organization and the activities of 
inhabitants. It discusses popular urbanization as an urban strategy through 
which an urban territory is produced, transformed and appropriated by the 
people. This concept results from a theoretically guided and empirically 
grounded comparison of Mexico City, Istanbul and Lagos. An important 
starting point for this new comparative conceptualization was the term 
urbanización popular, which is used widely in Latin America. In proposing the 
concept of popular urbanization for further examination, I seek to contribute 
to the collective development of a decentered vocabulary of urbanization.

Dr. Monika Streule is an urban scholar based at the Department of Architecture ETH 
Zürich, Switzerland. Her research engages with the social production of space, urba-
nization processes and inventive methodologies of qualitative research. She is inte-
rested in comparative urbanism and a relational understanding of urban territory from 
post- and decolonial perspectives with a regional focus on Latin America, particularly 
Mexico City, Havana and La Paz-El Alto in Bolivia. Currently, she is working on her 
second book project on a decolonized socio-territorial approach in urban studies for 
a more global approach to understanding cities. Recent publications include her book 
Ethnography of urban Territories (Westfälisches Dampfboot, 2018) and a co-edited 
special issue on Contested urban Territories in Geographica Helvetica (2018–2020). 
www.monikastreule.net
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Between Pacification and Dialogue: Critical lessons from 
Colombia‘s territorial peace. Melanie Lombard

This paper critically analyses the provisions and scope of territorial peace, 
a concept originated in the Colombian peace process of the 2010s. Whilst 
introduced to peace negotiations by a developmentalist government pursuing 
the incorporation of conflict areas to its national agenda of export-oriented 
economic development, territorial peace was inspired by long-standing 
advocates of peripheral regions and peoples. Drawing on archival research, 
the paper argues that whilst territorial peace may yet inform transformative 
processes of pluralistic dialogue, providing a forum for the territorial ontologies 
of indigenous, peasant, and Afro- descended groups, the impetus to pacify 
postconflict territories may facilitate the further imposition of developmental 
projects of economic modernisation, threatening the very existence of such 
territories of difference.

Melanie Lombard is a Lecturer in the Department of Urban Studies and Planning 
at the University of Sheffield. Her research agenda explores the everyday activities 
that construct cities, with a focus on urban informality, and land and conflict. She 
has explored these themes in cities in Latin America (Mexico and Colombia) and 
Europe (UK). She is currently undertaking research on the effects of the Colombian 
peace process on low-income neighbourhoods. She has published articles in journals 
including Urban Studies, Progress in Planning, Environment and Planning D: Society 
and Space, and the International Journal of Urban and Regional Research.
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The Production of Metropolitan Space: The Rural Heritage 
of Bogotá. Alissa Diesch

Bogotá is a typical mega-city, “full of problems, […] big but powerless” (Roy 
2009, 821), a contrast to the economically successful global cities. Its history 
is mostly described as a Spanish town that due to its rapid monocentric urban 
growth in the 20th century, today is facing the challenges of a metropolis of 
the global south (informality, criminality, deficient infrastructure). This had 
made it a clear candidate for development studies rather than a case study 
to generate urban theory (Robinson 2002). With the goal to generate an 
“alternative urban theory” (Robinson 2002, 532) it is interesting to see that 
recently, territorial, spatial, and architectonical aspects of the urbanisation 
process of the last 100 years are analysed under a comprehensive scientific 
perspective (Calderón 2007, Yunda, Montenegro 2019). These studies 
are a decisive base to bring into dialogue a critical urban perspective with 
postcolonial theories (Veglio, 2018).

My research “The Rural Heritage of Bogotá” particularly sheds light on 
dynamics and processes that shaped the morphological and functional 
annexation of six former villages to the city during the second half of the 
20th century. These settlements were founded, like the city center of Bogotá, 
in colonial times as so called pueblos de indios, however, their history dates 
back to pre-Hispanic times. In 1954 these municipalities were administratively 
annexed to Bogotá to form the Distrito Capital, at that time the villages were 
still independent rural sub-centralities. Hereinafter, a stark transformation 
was caused by the fast conurbation process, when the environments of the 
central cores changed from small villages to become neighbourhoods of 
a metropolitan region. This process is not yet examined coherently as it 
comprises a complex interplay of different forces and stakeholders of formal 
and informal character, based on official city planning as well as private 
initiatives.

To analyse these multifaceted dynamics, a set of methods from different 
disciplines was needed to complete and challenge elitist description and 
attribution (Robinson, Roy 2016). This endeavour included several forms of 
participatory action research, analysis of locally produced historiography and 
the elaboration of novel as well as conventional map material to describe 

spatial, social and discursive transformations of the six villages, which 
made visible overlooked actors and organisations as well as unnoticed 
collaborations in the making of the city. Many of these findings and 
conclusions are far from being site-specific but describe “the primary mode 
of the production of 21st-century metropolitan space” (Roy 2009, 826), and 
can therefore serve as frameworks for subsequent comprehensive urban 
studies. The methodological toolkit of the research proved to be a robust 
model for further research for the growing number of mega-cities worldwide, 
as does the theoretical concept of complementing postcolonial concepts with 
the spatial aspects of critical urban theories and vice versa. Furthermore, 
the increasing claim for more participatory approaches in urban planning 
force the discipline to look for new models and concepts beyond the limits 
of Euroamerican master planning, including the experiences of community 
planning in the mega-cities of the global south.

Alissa Diesch is an architect and PhD candidate at TUM with Sophie Wolfum as 
supervisor. She is researcher and lecturer since 2018 at the Faculty of 
Architecture and Landscape Sciences, Leibniz Universität Hannover. Before, she 
had teaching assignments at Technical University Munich (2016–2017) and 
was researcher, lecturer and leader of the Research Group Hábitat Socio-Cultural 
at the Universidad La Gran Colombia, Bogotá (2015–2018). She also worked as an 
architect at Zwischenräume Architekten (2012–2014). Her research interests include 
Participatory Knowledge Generation, Post-colonial Spaces, Research to Design 
Concepts, Urban-Rural Relations and Transformations. 
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Forced displacement and internal migration to Colombian 
cities from an intersectional perspective. Evelína Cihlarova

A pesar de que, Colombia se encuentra en un proceso de paz, el conflicto 
en la zona rural no ha cesado y el proceso de reparación no logra atender 
a las más de 7 millones de víctimas del (entre otro) desplazamiento forzado. 
Debido a la vulneración sistemática y masiva de sus derechos, declaró la 
Corte Constitucional en el año 2004 através de la sentencia T-025 el Estado 
de Cosas Inconstitucional. Sin embargo, hasta hoy día no se logró superarla.

El desplazamiento forzado, genera una fuerte migración interna principalmente 
desde las zonas rurales hacía las ciudades capitales (Bogotá, Cali, Medellín, 
Pasto, Quibdó u otras.). La mayoría de las personas despojadas, difícilmente 
encuentra empleo en sus nuevos lugares de residencia y, por lo general, 
lo que encuentran son trabajos informales. Asimismo, una vez llegan a la 
ciudad, tienen que enfrentar la estigmatización, las pocas oportunidades 
laborales, la falta de recursos económicos o del apoyo de sus amigos/as, 
familiares entre otro.
Más aún se ve agravada la situación de las mujeres y personas de diferentes 
grupos étnicos, pues padecen una discriminación múltiple. A la vez, son 
ellos/as, los/as que más se ven afectados/as por el desplazamiento forzado.

Como podemos ver, el tema del desplazamiento forzado interno y los 
movimientos migratorios hacía las ciudades, es un tema de mucha 
importancia. Es decir, no solamente afecta la vida cotidiana de toda la 
población colombiana, pero también presenta todos los rasgos de una crisis 
humanitaria a la que no hay mayor respuesta.
Mi intención es, exponer el tema del desplazamiento forzado interno y la 
vida de los/as despojados/as en la ciudad de Cali, donde investigé y trabajé 
con la población en situación de vulnerabilidad. A la vez, quiero visibilizar la 
situación que se ve agravada, por razónes de género y/o pertenencia étnica, 
desde el punto de vista de la interseccionalidad.

Evelína Cihlarova: My first approach to the topics like forced displacement, human 
rights and their defense or the armed conflicts and their impacts and damages that 
it causes to the Colombian society, was during my studies of Anthropology and 
Latin American Studies at the University of Hamburg (Germany). Since then I have 
continued to learn and deepen my knowledge, not only in relation to history, but 
also from the political, legal, economic point of view as well as social situation in 
this field. In 2016 I moved to Colombia and finished my bachelor’s degree with 
the thesis: Local strategies for sustainable peace: an investigation of Transitional 
Justice based on an NGO from the city of Cali, Colombia there. Then, to expand 
my knowledge, I began to study master’s in human Rights at the University of La 
Plata (Argentina) and currently, I am preparing a diploma thesis on the following 
topic: Ethnic sexual violence in the context of Colombian armed conflict. 
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Suspension: Conflicting relationship between humans, 
nature and infrastructure. Simón Uribe

Suspension reflects on the conflicting relationship between humans, nature 
and infrastructure. I address this subject through an ethnographic exploration 
of a neverending road project in Colombia’s Amazon piedmont. The project 
itself is at the center of a long history of struggle and fantasies to defeat the 
impossible topography of the Andes and to conquer the Amazon frontier. 
Although this history provides an important background that speaks of the 
symbolic and physical violence underlying the building of the modern state, 
what this film seeks to expose is the mundane, yet universal meanings that 
inhabit its projects, marks and vestiges.

In doing so, my intention is to situate the materials and material forms of 
infrastructure at the center of a drama where humans appear not so much 
as heroes or villains, but beings that gravitate around overwhelming –and 
sometimes unpredictable- actors and forces: an elusive state, precipitous 
roads, mudslides, torrential rains and volatile rivers. Amidst this drama, 
the image of a brand-new yet unfinished concrete road condensates the 
illusion and disenchantment of a long-awaited modernity. By focusing on 
the contradictory feelings and affects that this project elicits and the gestures 
and ironies through which they are expressed, the film aims to capture the 
atmosphere and textures of a world in a state of suspension.

Simón Uribe is assistant Professor in the Faculty of International, Political and Urban 
studies at the Universidad del Rosario in Bogotá. His research revolves around the 
intersection of infrastructure, the state, and the history of frontiers, and has been 
published in scholarly journals and books in both Spanish and English. He has done 
extensive research on the relationship between infrastructure development and territorial 
conflicts in the Colombian Amazon. His latest book, Frontier Road: Power, history, 
and the everyday state in the Colombian Amazon (Wiley-Blackwell 2017) critically 
examines the process of state-building in the Colombian region of Putumayo through 
the history and ethnography of a road. His current research focuses on the relationship 
between political order and guerrilla infrastructures in the context of Colombia’s armed 
conflict. He is also interested in documentary filmmaking and between 2014 and 2018 
directed Suspension, his first feature-length film. The film, about a never-ending road 
project in the Andean-Amazon piedmont, has screened in several international film 
festivals including IDFA, where it was selected in the First Appearance Competition. He 
is now working on a second feature film, Grounded, around the DC-3 WWII airplanes 
that connect remote villages in the Colombian Amazon.
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Everyday perspectives on municipal financialization in 
Mexico City. Hanna Hilbrandt

Cities in the global South are increasingly tasked to meet the challenges of 
the climate crisis. Particularly since the 2015 adoption of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), International Financial Institutions (IFIs) have 
participated in this task through so-called Global Climate Finance (GCF): 
financing in accordance with the United Nations 48 Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC). These processes raise key empirical 
questions regarding the ways in which municipalities become intertwined in 
the ‘emplacement’ of GCF strategies at the urban scale, as well as how 
such emplacement fosters the restructuring of municipal governance that are 
particularly relevant to address in Latin American cities.

Over the past 30 years, research at the academic–policy interface has discussed 
how development policy and global financial interests have contributed to 
local institutional reform in cities of the global South (Gilbert et al., 1996; 
Rakodi, 1997; Jenkins, 2000; see also Robinson, 2002). Yet, following 
decades of good governance and decentralization policies, development 
agencies focused largely on financing city infrastructure. Thus, processes of 
municipal restructuring in Latin America in the context of the GCF are rather 
novel and remain largely underexplored. In contrast the wider literature 
discussing municipal financialization and resulting governance reform tends 
to focus on cities of the global North, thus lacking an engagement with the 
ways in which GCF is shaping municipal governance and the production 
of urban space in Latin American cities. Moreover, established critiques 
of the broader financialization debate pinpoint a lack of understanding in 
the actual manifestations of financialization, its varieties, and the everyday 
politics producing such heterogeneity (Engelen et al., 2010; Montgomerie, 
2008; Christophers, 2015).

To address these gaps this paper discusses Mexico City’s adoption of Green 
Municipal Bonds (GMBs), debt instruments that allow cities to raise capital 
for sustainable urban projects. Building on relational accounts of space 
(Hart, 2018; Massey, 1999) that explicitly incorporate dimensions of power 
(Allen & Cochrane, 2010, 2007; Allen, 2003, 2016), my focus lies on the 
everyday agency of practitioners implementing these bonds: on the ‘intimate’ 

relations of the state (Painter, 2006) and the economy (Bear et al., 2015), 
including the everyday conflicts, ambivalences and fractures that constitute 
politico-economic and socio-spatial shifts. This approach contributes to the 
conference’s theme in two ways: First, its focus on the everyday practices, 
social relations and contingent networks through which state financialization 
is implemented on the ground speaks to the conference’s call to engage 
everyday urban experiences from Latin America in a wider dialogue about 
global concerns. Second, by discussing questions of municipal financialization 
– to date primarily based on the analysis of wealthier cities – in Latin American, 
the project joins hands with postcolonial attempts to ‘provincialise’ Northern 
theory and revise what Tonkiss calls “the colonial tendencies of the urban 
imagination” (2012).

Hanna Hilbrandt is professor for Social and Cultural Geography at the University 
of Zurich. With a particular focus on the urban experience, her research focuses on 
the everyday politics of struggles, negotiations, and regulations through which global 
inequalities manifest themselves in cities. More specifically, she conducts research on 
informal housing in Berlin and municipal financialization in Mexico City. Trained as an 
architect, Hanna previously worked as a professor of International Planning Studies at 
the Technical University Dortmund and as a post-doctoral researcher at the HafenCity 
University Hamburg.
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Everyday Scalar Politics: Navigating the Insecure City in 
Times of Austerity. Alke Jenss

This contribution brings the primarily methodological, but also conceptual 
aspects of rhythmanalysis (Lefebvre, 2004) and urban political economy of 
assemblage to bear on research on urban violence (Davis, 2012; Auyero 
and Kilanski, 2015; Villareal, 2015; Pearce, 2020), to provide a framework 
for understanding the productive spatiotemporal effects of physical violence 
on urban rhythms. The paper explores how Buenaventura, Colombia‘s 
biggest port city, is transformed both by the growth in container turnover, and 
through recurring, spatial and temporal practices of violence. What role does 
violence play in the relation between trade-driven acceleraon and reordering 
through the port, and the aquactic, tidal rhythm that historically shaped the 
city (see Oslender 2016)?

The contribution mobilizes the notion of disruption to analyse the frictions 
emerging between infrastructural nodes of acceleration, inhabitants’ 
movements, and urban space. I argue that while recurring violence provides 
urban rhythm itself, social movements may employ the temporal instrument 
of disruption as a means both of polical arculaon and transformation within 
the logics of accelerated accumulation (Rolnik, 2019) and in a context 
marked by violent rhythms and forced mobility. The focus on ‚rhythm‘ 
integrates a temporal dimension to the analysis of urban spaces defined by 
repetitive violence.

Alke Jenss is a Senior Researcher at Arnold-Bergstraesser Institute in Freiburg 
(University of Freiburg affiliate). I hold a PhD from the Sociology Institute at Philipps 
University Marburg, Germany (summa cum laude). My research is situated at 
the intersection of critical political economy, state theory, urban (in-)security and 
development studies with particular reference to Latin America. Currently, I study the 
effects of austerity on violent/insecure urban spaces where legal and illegal actors, 
state and non-state actors are entangled, particularly in Mexican intermediate cities, 
i.e. Oaxaca. A new project is concerned with changes in in/security brought about 
by transnational (renewable energies) infrastructures, focusing both inequalities in 
decision-making and new spatialities produced.
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Writing this abstract in the midst of the most significant world crisis of recent 
times, supports the hypothesis of showing informality and precarious work 
in Latin American cities - and for this article in particular in Colombia - as 
evident signs of neoliberal policies and their collateral effects on the less 
favored classes.

There is today a vast dispersed population in the main cities of Colombia, 
which has found in informality a way of survival that conforms to the post-
Fordist model of circulation and flexible work. This population, which varies 
between 50% and 80% of the working population of the city, will be one the 
first victim of the corona pandemic because it has no social protection and 
they live from their daily work and to a large extent from the circulation in the 
streets. This population is not part of official statistics and therefore neither 
of the aid that the government is willing to provide. In this presentation we 
will describe the process of urbanization in Colombian cities to show the 
emergence of informality and social inequalities as a product of the neoliberal 
and global model now facing a pandemic.

In fact, from the 1950s on Colombian cities have experienced important 
changes regarding their structure and their social and demographic 
composition, following the huge arrival of peasants into the cities for reasons 
of what is known in Colombia as the „phenomenon of violence“. The urban 
growth of the last decades evidences an accelerated expansion of the cities, 
without any minimum criteria of planning. At the same time, traditional social 
classes have been eroded and informality became a faithful expression of 
urbanization in the hands of the popular sectors (Pécaut, Mendoza).

As a sector, informality is part of the universe of the modern economy and is not 
outside the system (Sennet, Tarrius, Negri, Hardt). The actors (e.g. street vendors) 
create by informality their own ways of production through activities that take place 
at the margins or in sporadic interaction with the legal system, giving evidence of 
real skills as entrepreneurs but in a precarious situation of uncertainty and without 
social protection of the State (De Soto, Lautier). Informality is in the contemporary 
world therefore one of the most evident expressions of social inequality. 

Informality and social inequality as a product of the 
neoliberal model now facing a pandemic. Pilar Mendoza

According to the Human Development Report 2019 of the United Nations 
(UNDP) beyond the poor, rich and middle classes there is a large population 
in the world situated in economic vulnerability, which in Latin America 
reaches up to 40%, where inequality is extreme. This population, apparently 
middle class, lives in the uncertainty of short-term contracts, informality and 
economic instability with a strong tendency to fall into poverty. Meanwhile 
public policies are designed to lift people out of poverty or to support the 
middle classes, but the economically vulnerable population is not even 
recognized as such.

So mobility, migration and informal work have become ways to be at their 
own initiative, swelling the vast world of the economically vulnerable. This 
population replaces to some extent the functions of the government through 
processes of self-organization, where the family and women in particular, 
occupy a central position (De Certeau, Mendoza).

Pilar Mendoza was born in Bogotá, Colombia. She holds a PhD and magister in 
sociology from the École des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales of Paris and works 
as a journalist and researcher specializing in issues of peace, conflict and memory and 
in urban social phenomena such as informal economy and forced displacement. Pilar 
is director of the Latin American film festival at Deutsches Filminstitut & Filmmuseum, 
Frankfurt, as well as international consultant and project manager.
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The publication „Social Urbanism in Latin America“ highlights current 
concepts of Social Urbanism, the contemporary set of multiple and 
interdisciplinary urban studies that have emerged mainly from the complex 
realities of Latin American cities. The discussion places special emphasis on 
public land policy and the innovative urban instruments developed in that 
region to promote social and territorial inclusion. Critical reflections shed 
light into the local context of each case-study in order to understand their 
specific set of challenges and opportunities. Relevant lessons are extracted 
from the medium-scale city of Medellin, the large-scale city of Bogota, and 
the megacity of Sao Paulo, as well as from local innovative experiences in 
Argentina and Uruguay.

These cities underwent promising transformation processes over two decades, 
applying planning and financing instruments of land policy which have 
produced significant shifts in the urban development paradigm in the region. 
The quest for social inclusion has emerged as the common denominator in 
these cities, awakening growing interest across several fields of urban studies, 
from public policies and city management to urban law, city financing, urban 
development, and innovative community participation processes. 
The question of social inclusion in Global South cities is however far from 
being solved; the analysis presented shows advances and hope, besides a 
long path still ahead, which can only be faced through a continuous and 
challenging incremental process.

Carlos Leite is Urbanist with a Master and PhD from University of Sao Paulo and 
a PostDoc from California Polytechnic State University; Professor at the School of 
Architecture and Urbanism, Mackenzie Presbyterian University, Sao Paulo and 
Coordinator of Social Urbanism Nucleus, Cities Lab, Insper; has been Visiting 
Scholar/Lectuter at several institutions including UC Berkeley, Stanford, Columbia, 
Parsons/NY, Amsterdam Academy and IaaC/Barcelona; author of the recent book 
“Social Urbanism in Latin America: Cases and Instruments of Planning, Land Policy 
and Financing the City Transformation with Social Inclusion” [Springer Nature, 2019]; 
was Director at Sao Paulo Urbanismo, São Paulo City Hall, 2017. My work interest 
nowadays is on transforming peripheries in Sao Paulo based on new forms of local 
governance and local urban planning practice and I will present a case study of a 
territory we have been developing both research and modeling new forms of local 
governance and local urban planning practice.

Tereza Herling is architect and urban planner, graduated and PhD from Urbanism and 
Architecture School of São Paulo University. Her professional trajectory is dedicated 
to public policies’ formulation and implementation, as well as to the development of 
plans, programs and projects on urban development, social housing, educational and 
public spaces. She was Joint-Secretary of São Paulo Urban Development Secretary, 
which led the most recent Strategic Master Plan 2014-2030. She works as senior urban 
specialist consultant for several international organizations and had contributed with 
the implementation of Urban and Housing Policies Hub, a multilateral institutional 
platform that  gathers contributions from Latin American and Caribbean countries.

Social Urbanism in Latin America.
Carlos Leite and Tereza Herling
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In view of rapidly progressing urbanization worldwide, informal settlements, 
especially in the cities of the global south must be the focus of our attention 
– because in the future, the majority of new city inhabitants will settle in these 
unplanned extensions of urban centers. The tools and methods of conventional 
urban planning have so far been unable to tackle this phenomenon. New 
approaches, combining top-down planning and bottom-up initiatives to create 
sustainable and viable living environments, are required.
The international Think & Do Tank Urban Lab Medellín Berlin has since 2017 
experimented with the intercultural and transdisciplinary co-production of urban 
living environments in informal settlements. Its main focus has been the popular 
neighborhood Moravia at the heart of the Colombian metropolis Medellín, 
Colombia. The Urban Lab’s aim has been to foster co-production of ideas and 
projects along with the local community, and public and private organizations 
to improve the resilience of Moravia, a neighborhood which used to be the city 
landfill of Medellín. In 2018 a first reflection, the Moravia Manifesto. Coding 
Strategies for Informal Neighborhoods (Ahlert et al. 2018) was published. 
The Moravia Manifesto presents alternative planning approaches put forward 
by the international think-and-do tank, developed alongside local participants 
from the informal settlement of Moravia. The urban coding planning approach 
demonstrates new ways in which planning, politics, economy, and administration 
can initiate and implement innovative and inclusive urban transformation 
processes together with local communities. 
In the meantime, different projects were realized in co-production with the 
local community. In Spring 2020 Urban Lab Medellín Berlin organized again 
an international academic exchange project. The aim of the Spring and 
subsequent Summer School is to plan and build an open community space in 
the neighborhood - the Taller Tropical and the Ecoparque Oasis Tropical - a 
public space which will act as accessible learning space for sustainability and 
recycling. With the principle of co-production the Urban Lab unites inhabitants, 
community organizations, students and professors, artists, NGOs, private and 
public stakeholders on site to learn, discuss, design and build together. In these 
intercultural transdisciplinary schools local community leaders become part of 
the urban discourse whilst students and professionals have the opportunity to 

Urban Coding Strategies for the Informal Neighbourhoods 
of Moravia, Medellín. Moritz Ahlert, Max Becker, Cielo María Holguín, 
Albert Kreisel, Nina Pawlicki and Matthew Crabbe

get to know real life challenges and learn from collaborating with local experts. 
This paper examines how the projects of Urban Lab Medellín Berlin can be 
discussed in the tradition of the Urbanismo Social (Echeverri et al. 2011) and 
the recent urban transformations of the city of Medellín. Furthermore this paper 
reflects the application of the alternative planning approach known as Urban 
Coding, through the realized and upcoming co-produced projects in the public 
space of the informal neighborhood of Moravia. It will focus on its potential and 
particularly the challenges faced working on the long term, international project 
on the interface between academia and non-academia.

Dr. des. Moritz Ahlert (1982) is Berlin-based architect. His main areas of research and 
creative practice are architecture, urban development, and mapping. He is the author, editor, 
and designer of several publications. Since October 2017, he has been a researcher at 
the Habitat Unit at TU Berlin. Maximilian Becker (1985) is co-founder of the Urban Oasis 
collective. He studied architecture in Berlin and Santiago de Chile. Together with Albert Kreisel 
and Tobias Schrammek, he initiated the Urban Lab Medellín | Berlin . He is working in 
various fields of the project from conception, organization, and implementation to teaching 
and formulation of the Moravia Code. Cielo María Holguín Ramírez (1978) is a family 
therapist by profession. She was born and raised in Moravia and has been engaged in the 
development of the neighborhood for many years, some of them working in the Centro 
Cultural, and always as a trusted community leader. She plays a key role in the organization 
and realization of the Urban Lab Medellín | Berlin , facilitating a constant connection between 
Berlin and Moravia. Albert Kreisel (1987) is co-directing the project between Berlin and 
Moravia. He studied Latin American cities, traveling through vast parts of South and Central 
America and has worked in architecture NGOs in Colombia and Mexico. In 2013, he arrived 
in Moravia by chance and the story began. Together with Maximilian Becker and Tobias 
Schrammek, he founded Urban Oasis and initiated the Urban Lab Medellín|Berlin. Dr. des. 
Nina Pawlicki (1983) has been a teaching and research associate at Habitat Unit & Natural 
Building Lab, TU Berlin since 2013 and a guest professor at BaseHabitat UfG Linz. She 
focuses on actor-driven processes in the design of social spaces, with a particular interest in 
facilitating mutually beneficial collaborations between academia and non- academia via the 
DesignBuild methodology. She is part of the CoCoon-Studio and the Urban Oasis collective. 
Matthew Crabbe (1988) has been a teaching and research associate at theNatural Building 
Lab, TU Berlin since 2018 and previously worked as project architect with Berlin based office 
ZRS Architekten Ingenieure. His research interest is in the potential applications of agile 
working methods and strategies in the teaching & practice of architecture.
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This paper grapples with the taken-for-granted manifestations of commoning 
in cities to understand the dimensions of their success. It addresses two 
central urban neighborhoods in Colombia: Moravia, Medellín, and Santa Fe, 
Bogotá using a commoning theoriesperspective. Based on three case studies 
conducted between 2014 and 2019, one by each author, this paper argues 
that the residents and users of these neighborhoods —both of which were 
targeted for large-scale urban renewal—create, share and manage specific 
cultural resources that are crucial in their attempts to stay put. The residents 
and space users in our respective studies are conceptualized as commoners. 
In order to grasp the analytical dimensions of commoning in these contexts, 
we defined three forms of commoning that add to community resilience: 
world making, reinforcing reciprocity and establishing knowledge transfer. 
We argue that these commoning processes, while relatively elusive to policy 
makers and municipal officials, are highly relevant to the power and stamina 
underlying the invention of various survival and adaptation strategies to resist 
urban renewal plans. Second, we attempt to unravel where these commoning 
processes are located and to which extent they can thrive by addressing their 
social and spatial mobility. This paper aims to shed new light on the role 
of cultural resources and commoning processes in master-planned cities, 
thereby furthering the existing theories on the urban commons.

Belonging and resilience-building through a commoning 
lens: ‘Being-in-common’ in Colombia’s inner-urban districts 
Isabelle Mollinger, Anne Kennes and Christien Klaufus

Isabelle Mollinger obtained a masters degree in Latin America Studies at the 
Centre for Latin American Research and Documentation (CEDLA) of the University 
of Amsterdam. Her master thesis was based on field work conducted in Moravia, 
Medellín, where she researched community resilience against radical, top-down 
urban renewal plans. She is interested in using creative methods such as photovoice 
to obtain a diverse base of qualitative data. Currently working on a joint publication 
on community resilience in Colombia’s inner-urban districts using a commons 
perspective.

Anne Kennes holds a masters degree in Latin America Studies, obtained at the 
Centre for Latin American Research and Documentation (CEDLA) of the University 
of Amsterdam. Her master thesis focused on urban renewal and social navigation 
in the Central Cemetery of Bogotá, Colombia (Kennes 2019). She uses her 
anthropological expertise in youth-work for a local government. Currently working on 
a joint publication on community resilience in Colombia’s inner-urban districts using 
a commons perspective.

Christien Klaufus is a Senior Lecturer and Researcher in Human Geography 
and Urban Studies at the Centre for Latin American Research and Documentation 
(CEDLA) of the University of Amsterdam. She is the author of Construir la Ciudad 
Andina (FLACSO, 2009), which appeared in an updated version in English as Urban 
Residence (Berghahn, 2012). She is co-editor of the volume Housing and Belonging 
in Latin America (Berghahn, 2015). Her most recent publications deal with urban land 
debates on the one hand and Latin American cemetery studies on the other hand. She 
has published widely on urban development and planning in international journals.
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Tania Guerrero is a PhD candidate at UCL and member of the steering committee 
of the renown, student-led “Stadtkolloquium”. She studied Architecture in Mexico 
City before completing a MSc in Architecture, Urbanism and Building Sciences 
from TU Delft. Her research focuses on urban growth policies and their impact on 
affordable housing location in Mexico City. Her research interests encompass housing 
financialization, urban governance and policy implementation in the global south. 
She has worked as an architect, urban planner and policy consultant in different 
research institutions in Mexico and The Netherlands.

Catalina Ortiz is a Colombian urbanist. She currently works as Associate Professor 
and co-Programme Leader of the MSc Building and Urban Design in Development at 
University College London.  Her research focuses on critical urban pedagogies and 
the negotiated co-production of space intersecting urban design, strategic spatial 
planning, and urban policy mobility in the global south. She holds a PhD in Urban 
Planning and Policy from the University of Illinois at Chicago as Fulbright scholar 
as well as a Master’s degree in Urban and Regional Studies. Ortiz’s professional 
experience of over a decade focuses on teaching, research and consultancy linked to 
international organisations, national and local governments around urban projects, 
and spatial planning issues in Latin America. Before joining UCL, Ortiz worked for the 
National University of Colombia (Medellin), where she was the Director of the Urban 
and Regional Planning at the School of Architecture. She has been a visiting fellow at 
the Latin Lab, GSAPP, Columbia University and at DUSP, MIT.

Clara Röhrig is a social and cultural anthropologist. After successfully graduating 
from her bachelor’s degree in German Philology and comparative literature and 
culture studies at the University of Bonn and the University of Salamanca, Clara 
is now finishing the M.A. “Transcultural Studies” at the University of Bremen. 
Additionally, she works as a tutor at the School of Architecture Bremen in the study 
area of urban theory. Her thematic focus lies on postcolonial theory, as well as 
gender and feminist studies.

Álvaro Sánchez‘s multidisciplinary academic background is built across the 
boundaries of geography, planning and economics. In terms of research, his work 
ranges from the comparative study of Sino-Latin American macroeconomic relations 
in the 21stcentury to the analysis of urban crisis across the “North-South” divide. He 
holds an MSc in Globalisation and Latin American Development (SAS, London) and 
a PhD in Urban Geography (UCL, London). Alvaro has worked and collaborated in 
numerous initiatives related to urban research, policy and practice both in Europe and 
Latin America. He has a particular interest in the role that different constellations of 
local actors and institutional cultures play in shaping long term urban development 
agendas. While working on consulting services across various fields since 2018, 
Alvaro has been expanding his professional network across academic, policy, business 
and government circles with a view to design and launch a research-based, policy-led 
platform dedicated to the urban development of Latin America‘s ordinary cities.

Camila Saraiva is Urban Studies Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow at the Territorial 
Planning Department of the Federal University of ABC - UFABC. She received her PhD 
in Urban and Regional Planning from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro - UFRJ 
(2019). She was a Visiting Research Student at University College London (UCL), 
Department of Geography (2014-2015). She has worked for over a decade as an 
urban planner in Brazil, in non-governmental, governmental, and intergovernmental 
organisations. Her research projects concentrate on informal settlements, housing 
inequalities, urban and housing policies in the South, critical urban theory, comparative 
urbanism, circulation of ideas, and policy mobilities.

Christian v. Wissel is professor for urban theory at the School of Architecture Bremen 
(HSB). He studied architecture at TU Dresden, TU Berlin and ETSA Madrid. In 2016 
he received his PhD in visual sociology from the Centre for Urban and Community 
Research (CUCR) at Goldsmiths, University of London. Between 2012 and 2018 he 
was research/teaching fellow (wiss. Mitarbeiter) at the Chair of History and Theory of 
Architecture and the City at TU Braunschweig and at the Chair of Theory and History 
of Architecture, Art and Design at TU München. He is the author of Dwelling Urbanism 
– City Making through Corporeal Practice in Mexico City (Birkhäuser, 2019) and co-
founder of the urban research collective Citámbulos in Mexico City.
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Ana Álvarez was born in Mexico City in 1977. She graduated as a mathematician 
at the National Autonomous University of Mexico, with complementary studies in 
philosophy. For more than a decade she has worked as an independent researcher, 
curator and collaborator of interdisciplinary projects, mainly about Mexico City. Her 
work focuses on conceptualizing and doing research to suggest new perspectives, 
in collaboration with specialist from different fields. Ana Álvarez has participated in 
various exhibitions, documentaries, films and editorial projects, with the support of 
various national and international institutions and foundations. She is co-founder of 
Citámbulos, a collective of urban researchers; author of Mexico City chapter in the 
book Handmade Urbanism; co-curator of the traveling exhibition La vuelta a la bici;  
co-director of the documentary Ciudad grande and director of the mini-series Arigato 
Neza. Founder of De todos los moles, contenidos y conceptos, a mexican cultural 
firm that develops interdisciplinary projects.

Moritz Bernoully is a photographer and architect, born in Germany. I live and 
work in Mexico City and Frankfurt/Main. My work focuses on the documentation 
of architecture, public spaces and contemporary art. I am interested in the mutual 
interaction between built environment and its users.
My photos have been published in international magazines and book productions, 
amongst others „de Architect“ (The Netherlands), „Arquine“ (Mexico), „Architektura 
Murator“ (Poland), „Vision Magazine“ (China), „AIT“ (Germany) and „Critical 
Productive“ (USA) and have been shown in exhibitions in Mexico City, Rotterdam 
and Tel Aviv. I collaborate on a regular basis with the Mexican Museo Jumex and the 
German Architecture Museum DAM.

Ana Álvarez    ana@detodoslosmoles.com
Moritz Bernoullz   moritz@bernoully.com
Riccarda Capeller   r.cappeller@googlemail.com
Evelína Cihlarova   evelinacihlarova@gmail.com
Alissa Diesch    diesch@staedtebau.uni-hannover.de 
Eduardo Erazo Acosta   rueduardo2000@hotmail.com
Angela Giglia    giglia.angela@gmail.com
Tania Guerrero Rios   tania.rios.16@ucl.ac.uk
Fernando Gutierrez Hernandez  fernando.gutierrez.13@ucl.ac.uk
Hanna Hilbrandt   hanna.hilbrandt@geo.uzh.ch
Juliana Huatai    juliana.hutai@gmail.com
Alke Jenss    alke.jenss@abi.uni-freiburg.de
Laura Kemmer    laura.kemmer@fu-berlin.de 
Anne Kennes    achm.kennes@gmail.com
Christien Klaufus    c.j.klaufus@uva.nl
Peter Krieger    krieger@unam.mx
Carlos Leite    carlos.souza@mackenzie.br
Melanie Lombard   m.b.lombard@sheffield.ac.uk
Angus McNelly    a.mcnelly@qmul.ac.uk 
Pilar Mendoza    pilar.mendoza.koch@gmail.com
Isabelle Mollinger   imollinger@gmail.com
Catalina Ortiz    catalina.ortiz@ucl.ac.uk
Joel Outtes    joel.outtes@ufrgs.br 
Nina Pawlicki    n.pawlicki@tu-berlin.de
Álvaro Sanchez Jimenez  alvaro.jimenez@alumni.ucl.ac.uk
Camila Saraiva    lacamisaraiva@gmail.com
Monika Streule    streule@arch.ethz.ch
Simon Uribe    simon.uribem@urosario.edu.co
Erick Vaca Benavides   edvb90@gmail.com
Simone Veglió    simone.veglio‘@kcl.ac.uk
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